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<cYes, we can talk in our newspapers of the progress of aviation,
of complicated diplomatic relations, of different clubs and conven-
tions, of unions of different kinds, of so-called productions of art,
and keep silent about what that young lady said. But it cannot be
passed over in silence, because it is felt, more or less dimly, but
always felt, by every man in the Christian world. Socialism, com-
munism, anarchism,, Salvation Army, increasing crime, unemploy-
ment, the growing insane luxury of the rich and misery of the poor,
the alarmingly increasing number of suicides — all these are the signs
of that internal contradiction which must be solved and cannot
remain unsolved. And they must be solved in the sense of acknow-
ledging the law of love and denying violence.
"Therefore, your activity in the Transvaal, as it seems to us, at this
end of the world, is the most essential work, the most important of all
the work now being done in the world, wherein not only the nations
of the Christian, but of all the world, will unavoidably take part.
"I think that you will be pleased to know that here in Russia this
activity is also fast developing in the way of refusals to serve in the
army, the number of which increases from year to year. However
insignificant is the number of our people who are passive resisters in
Russia who refuse to serve in the army, these and the others can
boldly say that God is with them. And God is much more powerful
than man.
"In acknowledging Christianity even in that corrupt form in which
it is professed amongst the Christian nations, and at the same time in
acknowledging the necessity of armies and armament for killing on
the greatest scale in wars, there is such a clear clamouring contradic-
tion that it must sooner or later, possibly very soon, inevitably reveal
itself and annihilate either the professing of the Christian religion,
which is indispensable in keeping up these forces, or the existence of
armies and all the violence kept up by them, which is not less neces-
sary for power. This contradiction is felt by all governments, by your
British as well as by our Russian Governments, and out of a general
feeling of self-preservation the persecution by them — as seen in Russia
and in the journal sent by you — against such anti-government acti-
vity^ as those above-mentioned, is carried on with more energy than
against any other form of opposition. The governments know where
their chief danger lies, and they vigilantly guard in this question, not
only their interests, but the question : cTo be or not to be?* "

